TO  THE 


Barnard  Castle  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  1907. 


GENTLEMEN, 


I. 


I am  sorry  to  have  to  report  to  you  a further  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths 
occurring  in  the  town.  During  the  year,  1906,  seventy-six  deaths  were  registered,  and  in  the  past  year 
(1907)  one  hundred  and  six — an  increase  of  30,  producing  an  annual  rate  of  mortality  of  22'72  per 
1,000  of  population,  estimated  to  the  middle  of  July.  As,  however,  17  deaths  of  persons  not  belonging 
to  the  town  occurred  in  the  Workhouse  and  Militia  Hospital,  and  three  persons  belonging  to  the  town 
died  in  the  County  Asylum,  Sedgefield,  the  actual  rate  of  mortality  works  out  as  19'72  per  1,000. 

There  was  no  increase  in  the  Infantile  death-rate,  12  deaths  only  having  been  registered  under 
the  age  of  1 year,  equal  to  2 57  per  1,000  of  estimated  population,  and  102'56  per  1,000  births 
registered. 

Thirty  eight  deaths  occurred|amongst  persons  over  65  years  of  age,  the  oldest  having  been  a male 
and  female,  each  aged  88  years. 

Zymotic  or  Infectious  Diseases  caused  five  deaths,  namely  : — 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 cases 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  lease 

Croup  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 „ 

Diarrhoea  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  1 „ 


Total  ...  ...  6 cases 

producing  an  annual  zymotic  death  rate  of  1 07  per  1,000  of  population,  which  is  slightly  lower  than  that 
for  the  County  of  Durham. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs  accounted  for  fifteen  deaths — seven  more  than  during  the 
preceding  year  and  partially  accounting  for  the  increase  in  the  death  rate — producing  a rate  of  3'21 
per  1,000  of  population. 

The  unusually  high  mortality  from  Phthisis  and  other  Tubercular  Diseases  is  another 
factor  in  causing  the  increase  in  this  years  death  rate,  nineteen  deaths,  or  ten  more  than  in  1906,  were 
ascribed  to  Tubercular  Disease,  the  rate  from  Phthisis  being  2 '78,  and  from  the  other  Tubercular  Diseases 
1'26  per  1,000  inhabitants.  The  majority  of  these  deaths  occurred  between  the  age  of  25  and  65  years. 

Heart  Disease  accounted  for  twenty  deaths,  twelve  of  these  occurring  above  the  age  of  65 

years. 

One  hundred  and  seventeen  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  giving  a rate  of  25  08  per 
1,000  of  population. 

II. 

The  rate  of  General  Sickness  was  unusually  high  during  the  first  two  quarters  of  the  year,  and 
thus  accounts  for  the  excessive  death-rate,  which  was  also  highest  during  these  two  periods.  The  amount 
of  sickness  abated  in  summer  and  increased  again  during  the  last  quarter.  In  the  months  of  January, 
February,  May  and  December,  there  was  a considerable  prevalence  of  Influenza  and  Acute 
Inflammatory  Affections  of  the  Respiratory  Organs. 

The  amount  of  Infectious  Disease  in  the  town  varied  considers  by. 
officially  notified  to  me,  namely  : — 

Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Erysipelas 


Only  ten  cases  were 

6 cases 
1 » 

3 


Total 


10  cases 
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But  there  was,  in  addition,  a pretty  severe  epidemic  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  during 
the  month  of  June,  and  again  in  December. 

Diphtheria  was  practically  limited  to  the  premises  of  the  North  Eastern  County  School.  The 
disease  was  not  of  local  origin,  but  imported  by  one  of  the  boys. 

Only  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  the  town  during  the  year,  the  infection  in  this 
instance  having  been  conveyed  by  a visitor  recovering  from  the  disease.  By  means  of  rigorous 
disinfection  and  isolation  all  further  spreading  of  the  disease  was  prevented. 

I am  glad  to  report  that  there  was  very  little  Diarrhoea  amongst  infants  and  children, 
particularly  during  the  summer  and  autumn  mouths.  This  was  probably  due  to  the  cold  and  wet 
weather  prevailing  at  that  time.  There  was  a corresponding  decrease  in  the  amount  of  Diarrhoea  cases 
all  over  the  county. 

III. 


The  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  town  continued  to  improve  under  the  supervision  of  your  Sanitary 
Inspector.  Together  with  him  I had  occasion  to  visit  several  yards  and  houses,  and  recommend 
improvements  in  various  sanitary  arrangements,  particularly  where  improper  and  insufficient  Privies  or 
Water-closets  were  found  to  exist. 


In  connection  with  the  Drainage  and  Sewerage  of  the  town  the  Farm  was  found  to  work 
satisfactorily.  During  the  year  a new  system  of  sewerage  for  the  Eailway  Station  was  commenced, 
and  will  shortly  be  completed. 


The  Water  Supply  continued  to  be  satisfactory  both  as  to  the  quality  and  quantity.  The 
supply  was,  during  the  past  year,  more  abundant,  probably  owing  to  there  being  less  waste,  as  several 
portions  of  the  system  found  faulty  were  re-laid,  and  also  because  the  summer  season  was  not  so  dry  as 
in  past  years. 


The  methods  of  dealing  with  Infectious  Diseases  continued  to  be  satisfactory.  I am  glad  to 
report  that  I did  not  find  it  at  all  necessary  to  make  use  of  the  Infectious  Hospital.  In  the  way  of 
precaution  against  infection  spreading  your  Surveyor  had  occasion  to  destroy  one  set  of  bedding  and 
thoroughly  disinfect  two  schools.  It  was  found  necessary,  owing  to  sanitary  and  structural  deficiencies, 
to  permanently  condemn  seven  dwelling-houses.  On  the  other  hand  there  was  a further  increase  in  the 
housing  accommodation,  as  during  the  year  26  new  houses  were  erected,  of  which  20  became  occupied. 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  had  occasion  to  bring  the  following  nuisances  to 
your  notice : — 


Nuisances  in  connection  with  Dwelling-houses 
„ „ Cow-sheds 

„ „ Slaughter-houses 

,,  „ Ashpits,  Privies  and  Water-closets 

„ from  Eefuse  and  Manure  heaps 

„ „ Defective  Yard  Paving 

„ in  connection  with  Drainage 
„ „ the  Water  Supply 

» » Pigstyes  

„ „ Animals  Improperly  Kept  ... 


1 case 
3 cases 

12 

2 „ 

2 „ 

37  „ 

25  „ 

1 case 

2 cases 


Total  ...  87  cases 

All  but  ten  of  them  have  been  remedied. 

No  special  action  was  called  for  under  the  Workshops’  and  Factory  Act.  The  majority  of  the 
Shops  and  out-workers’  premises  having  been  regularly  inspected. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Tour  Obedient  Servant, 

ALFRED  H.  SEVIER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Printed  at  the  “ Teesdale  Mercury  ” Office,  24,  Market  Place,  Barnard  Castle. 
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